Memo - Which books are important for your work?

When interviewing art educators for the website “The Art Educator’s Talk”, | ask: “Which
books and projects are important for your work and why?”. When co-editing the collection of
texts “What’s Next? Art Education”, | asked myself: what are relevant books for Next Art
Education? When teaching classes in art education at universities, | get asked by students
even more often. So, which books would | recommend as ground laying and inspirational
texts for contemporary art educators?

The following selection is somewhat an answer (but not the answer). Even more, it is my
answer — as art educator, university lecturer, researcher, co-editor and former student and
continuous learner. The list contains texts by art historians, cultural theorists, sociologists,
philosophers, artists, art educators etc.; its themes and topics address e.g. power relations,
art education in schools, gallery education, feminism, activism. Some of the texts were
already published in the last century, but as good questions can keep their urgency over long
periods of time, these texts lay good ground for more progressive ones. However, it goes
without saying that this list cannot be complete, nor should it serve as a canon. It is an
invitation for a discussion: Let’s read, write, talk and share!
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